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Mission statement for the 

Parish of St. Matthew, Redhill 
We welcome all 
We follow Jesus 

We worship God 

Welcome to our digital edition of Platform. To reduce our environmental impact and to minimise transmission risks of the pandemic, we have changed the way we produce and publish our parish magazine and have opted to distribute Platform digitally via email and social media outlets. Thus, in the effort to maintain the privacy of individuals and to comply with publishing restrictions, certain sections have been removed. Please contact the Parish Office or the Parish Directory if you are trying to locate a person or service of our Parish. If you want to print PLATFORM, please remember that PLATFORM is usually created in an A5 booklet format. Therefore, you may have to be prepared to fiddle with the printer’ settings when using A4 paper. We would suggest looking for the “zoom to 140%” or “fit to printer margins” or “multiple pages per sheet”. 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF SAINT MATTHEW, REDHILL 
THE DIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK:  THE BISHOP,  RT REVD  CHRISTOPHER CHESSUN 

THE AREA BISHOP (CROYDON):   Vacancy In See 

ARCHDEACON OF REIGATE:   THE VEN   MOIRA ASTIN 

AREA DEAN OF REIGATE:   THE REVD   MARTIN COLTON 

 

The Vicar: Appointment currently vacant, 
 St. Matthew’s Vicarage, 27 Ridgeway Road, Redhill, RH1 6PQ 

 vicar@stmatthews-redhill.org.uk (read by parish administrator) 

 

Parish Administrator: Julia Elfred, 
 juliae@stmatthews-redhill.org.uk 

 

The Parish Magazine Team: Tim Whittle, Mark Mann, Margaret Philipson. 
 platform0707@gmail.com  
 

Please contact the parish administrator for enquiries 

about Banns, Weddings, Baptisms and Confirmations. 
Enquire Online 

 

St. Matthew’s PCC is registered as a charity with the Charity Commission (1132579) 

https://redhill-st-matthew.myiknowchurch.co.uk/led/enquiryForm/lifeEvents
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In This Edition 

Submission Guidelines 

Word count for submissions should be kept within 500 words.  The editorial team 
reserve the right to make such editorial revisions as in our opinion may be necessary 
to make all content suitable for publication. These may include revisions for the sake 
of consistency of style, layout, reduction in word count, correction of grammar or 
spelling, or greater readability. 

Foreword By Tim Whittle “Dear Friends” By Rev David Williams Mothers’ Union By Hilary Richardson Vacancy—What Happens Next By Julia Elfred and Chris Roulston Gatton Community Theatre DATES FOR DIARIES Church events for this month READINGS Service readings for the month Table Tennis? By Hugh Jones Lunchtime Music By Edmund Crutchfield Brockham Choral Society Saint Of The Month By Matthew Bland Charlotte Hellyer BEM By Hilary Richardson ADVERTISEMENTS 
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If you are a UK taxpayer, the Government’s Gift Aid scheme 

means that St Matthew’s PCC can reclaim 25p for every £1 

that you donate, at no extra cost to you. 
For further information please speak to Christine Mann. 
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Foreword 

This month in the magazine is a time of coming and going. Julia Elfred has 
taken on the task of preparing the diary and readings for the month from 
Father Andrew. We also welcome for the first time penning the cover article, 
David Williams, although he has previously written other articles for the 
magazine. It must be said that due to a ‘communication breakdown’ David 
was given rather short notice that he was down to do cover article, but 
stepped up with one on ‘Rogation Sunday’. This involves ‘beating the 
bounds’ of the parish which I can remember doing at All Saints, South 
Merstham. Perhaps it is something that our new vicar could introduce at 
St Matthews such that we could all be familiar with where the parish 
boundaries are.  And lastly we say a sad farewell to the series of articles on 
‘Saint of the Month’ from Matthew Bland.  I hope that you have all enjoyed 
them as much as I have and he finishes with Saint Veronica who features in 
the 6th station of the cross. 

Tim Whittle 

PLATFORM DEADLINE 

Article contributions for the next edition should be 

emailed to Tim Whittle via platform0707@gmail.com before 

Monday,  9th May 2022 

The Platform team will try to be flexible with late submissions but 
it may not be possible to consider them for publication in that month. 

Please contact Margaret Philipson for all advertisement enquiries. 
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During this month of May, we celebrate one of the principal 
Feasts of the Church’s Year:  the Feast of the Ascension on 
Thursday 26th and this is followed ten days later by Pentecost 
on the first Sunday in June. But in May the Church also 
celebrates Rogation, which is one of the great festivals of the 
farming year, on the Sunday before the Feast of the Ascension.  

Well, what is Rogation? Rogation comes from the Latin word rogare, to ask, and 
it’s essentially an opportunity  to ask for God’s blessing on our farms, on the 
harvest which lies ahead, and on all those who produce food and nourishment to 
sustain us. 

The Christian observance of Rogation was in fact taken over from the Roman 
religion, where on the feast of Robigalia, an annual procession would seek divine 
favour to protect crops from mildew. And the tradition grew up in the Christian 
Church of using special prayers in processions which often took place around the 
parish boundaries, with intercessions for the blessing of the land - and this is the 
origin of the custom of beating the bounds which still survives in some 
communities. In my eight years as parish priest in rural south-west Oxfordshire 
we followed the pattern each Rogation of a Prayer Walk, saying prayers around 
keys points in each of our four villages (in turn), before we proceeded to a Family 
Communion service in the particular church, and these services were popular 
with children who liked to say some of the prayers. 

The scope of Rogation Sunday has widened  in recent years. It still includes a 
blessing on the crops growing in fields, allotments and gardens, and on young 
farm animals. But the scope of Rogation has also come to include the wider 
world of work – with an emphasis on good stewardship of the earth’s resources 
and the inter-relationship of the created order; and there are now prayers for 
urban and rural communities alike. At St. Matthew’s we could indeed use 
Rogation as a particular opportunity to pray for the work of our Foodbank and all 
those who it serves. 

Rogation takes place in the springtime, when there is a renewing of the earth. 
And it takes place during the season of Easter, which is the season of the 
Resurrection. After all, renewal and resurrection are underlying themes of the 

“Dear Friends” 

continued on next page... 
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“Dear Friends” 

countryside and farming, and indeed of our own gardens and window boxes; and 
as the seventeenth century poet George Herbert reminds us, the Christian virtues 
associated with Rogation are hope, and justice and charity – they speak of our 
human responsibility for what God has entrusted to us.  

We are called to be fruitful; but we cannot generate fruitfulness ourselves. We 
must abide in Jesus Christ, the true vine , who is the source of fruitfulness, and 
we will demonstrate a Christ-like fruitfulness which will nourish others. So at 
Rogation, when we seek God’s blessing on the fruits of his creation, and our 
stewardship of his world, we must do so as fruitful participants in God’s good 
creation. And we must do so in love, because without love, nature withers. 

Rev David Williams 

continued... 

We were very grateful for the support shown on Mothering Sunday, when we 
had a cake sale after the 10.00am service.  Thank you to all who supported this, 
in aid of the Away From It All diocesan holidays scheme.  We raised £170, which 
will help a little in boosting the funds after two years of very little fundraising.  
The holidays are mostly provided at the Haven Caravan Park at St Leonard’s in 
East Sussex, with hotel holidays in Eastbourne if a caravan isn’t appropriate.  
Holidays are provided on the recommendation of a professional such as a 
teacher, social worker, doctor, or vicar, for those suffering stress and hardship.  
If you know of anyone who might profit from such a holiday, do please get in 
touch and we can provide you with the contact details. 

Five members were able to meet on Wednesday, 6th April at our old time of 
1.00pm in the Parish Rooms – the first time since February 2020!  We were very 
grateful to Marian Randall for talking to us about two hymns which we hoped to 
be singing during Holy Week:  My Song is love unknown;  and When I survey 
the wondrous cross.  Members present on Palm Sunday were not disappointed! 

continued on next page... 
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Marian’s talk highlighted the two different forms of love which appear in the 
Greek of the gospels:  phileo love and agape love.  She linked these versions in 
the hymns with Fr Andrew’s final sermon the week before on friendship.  So we 
were led on to the new reality, looking forward to the coming months of the 
interregnum and eventual appointment of a new vicar with grateful thanks for all 
that has gone before, and with anticipation for what lies ahead. 

Southwark Diocesan Mothers’ Union will be holding their Festival Service at 

Southwark Cathedral on Saturday, 7th May at 11.00am.  The new Trustees 

will be commissioned for the task ahead of them, and we will be looking 

ahead to how the organisation can be transformed for service in this 21st 

century. 

In other news, during March, the Mothers’ Union was able to submit a 

statement and send a delegation to the United Nations Commission on the 

Status of Women, as MU has “consultative status”.  12 members from 

9 countries attended, addressing the theme:  Achieving gender equality 

and the empowerment of all women and girls in the context of climate 

change, environmental and disaster risk reduction policies and 

programmes. 

Jocelyne Razafiarivony is the MU provincial coordinator for Madagascar.  

Did you know that Madagascar is the fourth largest island in the world, and 

home to more than 28 million people?  Jocelyne spoke at two events, 

shining a light on the devastating impact of the world’s first climate 

induced famine on the women in Madagascar.  Most were left to fend for 

themselves and their families in the wake of a massive rural exodus of 

men.  The country was plagued by a 40 year drought which was a 

significant factor in creating this famine, that many people to this day are 

unaware of. In this country, more than 80% of the population live below 

continued on next page... 

continued... 
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the poverty line, earning less than US$2 per day. Jocelyne shared how 

families struggled to find water and food for daily consumption, walking 

tens of kilometres to WFP (World Food Program) camps to get food aid, 

“The impact of climate change is visible and real”. She shared how two 

women with large families, Manantena and Dophine, barely had anything 

to feed their families. The situation was deteriorating quickly, and when 

Mothers' Union stepped in, these women and their families were so weak 

they could barely stand. As an immediate response, MU fed them for a 

week to help them regain their strength. This initial support also helped 

them gather their courage and prepare for a mobilized, community led 

response to the crisis. They were given the necessary material and skills 

needed to build resilience for a longer period of time. 

In this instance, Jocelyne says, Mothers’ Union acted as ‘agents of change’ 

in the lives of these women who in turn, have now become agents of 

change for their communities by passing this knowledge down to others. 

Coming back closer to home, I have been undertaking a Mothers’ Union 

course called Metamorphosis.  This is looking at ways to identify needs in 

the local community, and is not dissimilar to the process we originally 

undertook when embarking on our Mission Action Plan some years ago.  At 

our meeting on 4th May, St Matthew’s MU members will be helping me look 

at some of the tools I have been given, and we will be thinking how our 

small group can help build on and support local initiatives.  If you would 

like to join us in this, or find out more about the work undertaken by 

Jocelyne and other MU workers around the world, do come and join us.  

We also share a simple lunch -  usually cup-a-soup, rolls, cheese, and fruit.  

We look forward to welcoming you. 

Hilary Richardson 

continued... 



—9— 

Having bade farewell to Fr Andrew and Alison last month, our eyes now turn towards the future. We are not legally allowed to advertise the vacancy until Fr Andrew is licensed in his new parish.  This may seem rather strange, but in law he owns the Vicarage until such time as he ceases to be Vicar, i.e. up until the moment he is licensed.  It’s a little bit like the difference between exchanging contracts and completion when purchasing a house. However, we have not been idle over these last few months and we have everything in place ready to leap into action on 22nd April, the day after the licensing.  This means that we have managed to get dates into the Archdeacon’s very full diary and this has gained us a huge advantage. So, the timeline looks like this: 
Beginning of May – the advert is placed in the Church Times and various clergy online platforms. 
Middle of June – draw up a shortlist of three candidates. 
Middle of July – Interviews Then, if we have a suitable candidate, the appointment can be announced by the end of July with the new Vicar potentially starting by the middle of October. If none of the candidates are suitable, then the process repeats with interviews being held in September with the new Vicar potentially starting after Christmas. However, in the meantime, the responsibility for Pastoral Care rests on all of us.  Please do reach out to anyone on the staff team if you have any pastoral needs, or if you know of anyone who needs support.  Better still, as well as notifying the staff team if you notice someone in need, why not call them yourself?  Ask if they are OK, if they need anything. Together, we are the body of Christ in Redhill and 

Vacancy—What Happens Next 
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together we can support each other and use this time of vacancy as an opportunity for growth in our community. Finally, remember to pray!  Pray for the staff team who are covering all the services, pray for those who are taking on extra responsibilities, pray for our church and community, and pray that the Holy Spirit is busy at work in the heart of our next Vicar. 
Julia Elfred and Chris Roulston 

Gatton Community Theatre will stage a promenade performance of the life of Jesus 
in July 2022 set outside in the exquisite scenery of Gatton Park. 

We'd love a few more cast members to join. There will be 8 performances in mid 
July 2022. If you're interested in joining in, contact us at info@gattontheatre.org.uk 

 

Gatton Community Theatre would like to invite you to join us for; 

GCT Quiz Night on Friday 13th May 2022 7.30pm at  
The Gatton Trust Education Cabin Gatton Park (follow the signs, using the car park by 
St Andrews Church, Gatton). 

Tickets £10.00 per person (includes ploughman supper - bring your own drinks) 

6 people per team 

To book, please contact: info@gattontheatre.org.uk 

GCT is a Christian community group seeking to promote the Christian faith and its 
principles of love and forgiveness through the medium of the arts.  Participants come 
from all faiths and none and this unique performance experience is open to all. 

Catharine Adjei (on behalf of Gatton Community Theatre) 

Gatton Community Theatre 

Vacancy—What Happens Next 

continued... 
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Dates For Diaries : May 2022 

Dates For Diaries : Regular Services Please note that our service listings are subject to change, in accordance to COVID regulations and health guidance. Please check the weekly sheets and social media for further updates. Every Sunday 8am Holy Communion 

 10am Parish Communion and Junior Church 

  (Junior Church in the hall alongside the main service) Every Day 8.30am Morning Prayer      (except Sunday) Every Monday 9.45am Toddler group, in the parish room      (during term time) Every Wednesday 10am Holy Communion Every Thursday 1.10pm Lunchtime concert, in the church 

 7pm Choir practice, in church Every Friday  6pm Youth club, in the parish room 

Sun 1st  8am 

 10am 4pm 

EASTER 3 Rev Martin Colton (Area Dean)             - preaching and celebrating Rev Martin Colton (Area Dean) - preaching  Messy Church Sat 7th 9.30am 10am 

Street Pastors relaunch at Reigate Baptist Church RASJF Webinar on Modern Slavery  Sun 8th  EASTER 4 Tue 10th 8pm First meeting of PCC, with new members Sat 14th 2pm Messy Science at Southwark Cathedral Sun 15th 8pm EASTER 5 Sun 22nd  8am 

EASTER 6 Rev Anna Moore preaching & celebrating  Sun 29th  ASCENSION DAY 
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If you are a UK taxpayer, the government’s Gift Aid scheme 

means that St Matthew’s PCC can reclaim 25p for every £1 

that you donate, at no extra cost to you. 
For further information please contact Christine Mann. 

Sunday 1st EASTER 3  Acts 9: 1 – 6 John 21: 1 - 19 

 

Sunday 8th EASTER 4 Acts 9: 36 – end John 10: 22 – 30 

 

Sunday 15th EASTER 5 Acts 11: 1 – 18 John 13: 31 – 35 

 

Sunday 22nd EASTER 6 Acts 16: 9 – 15 John 14: 23 – 29 

 

Sunday 29th ASCENSION DAY Acts 1: 1 - 11 Luke 24: 44 - end 

Readings: May 2022 

I am looking for a home for our competition standard table tennis table which we have 
had excellent use from as a family over the years. It is still in pretty good nick but has 
not been used at all over the last ten years. Sadly I can't send a photo of it, at least 
not a meaningful one, as it is currently dismantled in kit form! I don't want any money 
for it, just the knowledge that it is going to a family who will have much enjoyment 
from it. Whoever might want it would need to arrange collection from 8, Batts Hill. 

Anyone interested should contact Hugh Jones either at hepajones@gmail.com, or 
by phone on 07976 808198. 

Table Tennis? 

Christian Aid Week 15th - 22nd May 
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Thursday Lunchtime Concerts  from 1.10 to 2.00 pm! Please come and support the talented performers. They love performing at St. Matthew's largely due to the warm and enthusiastic welcome they receive. Tickets are not required, but a donation of £5 is kindly suggested and much appreciated to help cover costs. 5th May. Chamber Music Recital—Kelleth Piano Trio 

 Rachel Ellis,   violin;   Sinol Hugh-Jones,    ‘cello; 
 Stephen Caroll-Turner,   piano; 12th May. Violin Recital 

 Emmanuel Bach,   violin;    Jenny Stern,   piano; 19th May. Flute Recital 

 Julia Raeburn,   flute;   David Elwin,   piano; 26th May. Recital of Music for Soprano, Oboe and Piano 

 Alessandra Testai,   soprano;   Simon Edge-Partington,   oboe; 
 Howard Beach,  piano; music-stmatthews.org Edmund Crutchfield 

Brockham Choral are celebrating their 70th Anniversary performing 
J. S. BACH'S  ST. MATTHEW PASSION on Saturday 21st May 2022 at 7pm in  
St Martin's Church, Dorking, RH4 1UX. 

Music Director Cole Bendall will conduct The Covent Garden Sinfonia with 
The Reid Consort and the Surrey Youth Choir. 

Soloists include EVANGELIST David Walsh, CHRISTUS James Kennedy 

Tickets available by email : brockhamcstickets@gmail.com 

Adults £16 in advance,£18 on the day 

Students under 25 in full-time education £10 

Further information and tickets  www.brockhamchoral.org 

Lunchtime Music for May 

Brockham Choral Society 

http://music-stmatthews.org
http://www.brockhamchoral.org
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Saint Of The Month 

A series of articles exploring the lives of some of the saints who appear in the 

Church’s calendar, and what they might have to say to us today. 

Saint Veronica As the Church has just come to the close of her celebrations of the mysteries of Holy Week and Easter, in this article I focus on St. Veronica – the legendary woman who features in the sixth of the traditional meditative ‘Stations of the Cross’ as used by the Western Church. The focus of that station is the story of Veronica, moved with sympathy, offering a cloth to Jesus with which to wipe the blood and sweat from his face as he carried the Cross on the road to Calvary. Legend has it that this cloth subsequently bore the imprint of Christ’s face, making it a treasured relic. St. Veronica is a true mystery, there being no reliable historical account of her life in existence. The story of the Sixth Station itself is an entirely apocryphal one, which does not feature in any of the four canonical Gospels – and interestingly, the first reference to the saint is completely unrelated to the story.  That reference can be found in the fourth century Ecclesiastical 

History of Eusebius (Book VII:18). Eusebius writes of the woman – as yet unnamed – whom Jesus healed 
continued on next page... 
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Saint Of The Month 

of a haemorrhage in the three Synoptic Gospels (Matthew 9; Mark 5; Luke 8), when she touched the hem of his garment. He writes that this woman was born and lived in Caesarea, and that at the house in which she had lived there stood two bronze statues – one “of a woman, resting on one knee and resembling a suppliant with arms outstretched”, and the other of Jesus, “a double cloak neatly draped over his shoulders and his hand stretched out to the woman.” Macarius Magnes’ similar account of the statue – which he places at Edessa – explicitly identifies this woman as “Veronica”, claiming that this is the statue’s inscription. The dots are joined between this woman of the Gospel and the Veronica of the Sixth Station by a fourth century apocryphal text entitled the Acts of Pilate. This text contains the story of the Sixth Station, along with a miraculous account claiming that the imprinted portrait of Christ healed the Emperor Tiberius of his leprosy. By this time, the “Veil of Veronica” had become a treasured relic, and it highly likely that Veronica’s name – which literally means “true image” - is derived from the importance of the relic bearing the imprint of Christ’s face. The Veil was kept in Old St. Peter’s, Rome, by the beginning of the eighth century; and in 1011, a priest is identified as the “Keeper of the Cloth”. Many have assumed that it was destroyed during Emperor Charles V’s Sack of Rome in 1527 – but the large number of reproductions made in the centuries following might suggest otherwise. Her feast day in the Western Church is 12 July. Whatever the veracity of the story of the Sixth Station or the Veil, the story of Veronica’s small but caring touch in wiping the face of Our Lord is perhaps one of the most moving interactions we witness of that the most difficult of journeys to the Cross. 
Matthew Bland 

continued... 
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Charlotte Hellyer was awarded the British Empire Medal in the New Year’s Honours List in January 2022, for her work with children and young people in Surrey.  She was presented with her medal by the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey at Loseley House in March. 

One of Charlotte’s main areas of work was with St Matthew’s Pre-School.  She joined the Playgroup, as it then was, in 1987, as one of the two supervisors.  She worked with Anne Williams at first, when the Playgroup was housed in the Scout Hut at Timperley Gardens whilst the current church hall was being built.  She then oversaw the move into the new hall over the summer of 1989, 

Charlotte Hellyer BEM 

continued on next page... 
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Charlotte Hellyer BEM and together with Anne Ferries, saw the Playgroup transform during the 1990s from three mornings a week, into the current pattern of five mornings and three afternoons, and also the name change to St Matthew’s Pre-School. With a short absence to care for her husband, Charlotte worked at the Pre-School for 30 years, retiring in 2017 from permanent employment, whilst staying “on the books” to provide staff cover until the pandemic.  She was always calm and cheerful, and generations of children have many happy memories of their time at the Pre-School – so much so, that many return in due course with their own children. Congratulations, Charlotte, and thank you for all your years of dedicated support for St Matthew’s Pre-School. 
Hilary Richardson 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

At Woodlands we believe in honest, straight-forward services to 
best help you find and keep high-quality tenants. 

So what can Woodlands offer you above the competition? 

We are a family-run company with excellent local knowledge and 
can offer a range of flexible services to meet your requirements. 

At Woodlands we value all our customers and our team are always 
on hand to help! Please call us for more information on  

01737 372797 

Or pop into our high street office for a chat at 
49 Station Road, Redhill  
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Christopher Whitton 

PLUMBING AND HANDYMAN SERVICES 

From dripping taps to full bathroom 
refits, guttering, general repair work, 
flat pack furniture, putting up 
shelves, finishing unfinished 
projects… and much more! 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

For your FREE quote, please contact 
Christopher Whitton 

Tel. 07561118895 

E-mail: cw_plumbing@email.com 

Fully insured 

If you would like to advertise 
your business or services in 

Platform, please contact 
Margaret Philipson  
who can advise with 

advertisement submissions. 
 
 

platform0707@gmail.com 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

CW Plumbing & Heating 

I am fully insured, DBS cleared 

and Gas Safe certified. 
 

Please contact me for 

all your boiler and gas services 

 and safety certificates. 
 

Christopher Whitton 

Tel. 07561 118895 

E-mail: cw_plumbing@email.com 

 

 

 

Gas Safe 

Number 620035 


